ST. PATRICK
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Neola, IA

READING I Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab
PSALM: 45 “The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold.”
READING II 1 Corinthians 15:20-27
GOSPEL Luke 1:39-56

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 21/22, 2021

Parish Office:
712.485.2750

READING I Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b
PSALM: 34 “Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.”
READING II 1 Ephesians 5:21-32
GOSPEL John 6:60-69

Priest Office:
712.485.2753
Religious Ed:
712.485.2754

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

Parish Hall:
712.485.2433

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

E-mail:
raeshellejensen@gmail.com
Website:
www.stpatricksneola.com

St. Patrick Catholic Church
310 Avon Street
P.O. Box 127
Neola, IA 51559
Administrator:
Deacon:
Faith Formation Director:
Business Manager:

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
August 14/15, 2021

Rev. Sylvester Okoh
Rev. Mr. Scott Brooks
Alyssa Beasley
RaeShelle Jensen

MASS TIMES:
Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule
Saturday Evening: 5:30 PM (April to September)
4:00 PM (October to March)
Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM
Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation: In person to Fr. Okoh

ST. COLUMBANUS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Weston, IA

St. Columbanus Catholic Church
22720 Weston Ave
Underwood, IA 51576-3920
Served from Neola
MASS TIMES:
Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM
Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation by appointment

Every so often a solemnity like the Assumption falls on a Sunday, giving more
prominence to this special feast of Mary. At the end of her earthly life God drew
Mary home, assuming her into heaven where she would reign as queen until the end
of time. From the beginning of her life on earth, when she was immaculately
conceived, until the end, the Blessed Virgin Mary conformed her life to God’s will.
Let us look to her as a model as we endeavor to discern God’s will for us.

REFLECTIONS FROM YOUR FRIENDLY DRE
The first reading and Gospel today are all about Mary, Mother of Jesus. Mary hustles
over to Elizabeth’s house, where Elizabeth greets her with joy and gratitude. The
Holy Spirit works within Elizabeth and she knows that Mary is the mother of the
Lord. I imagine Elizabeth being awestruck with Mary’s presence, to which Mary
responds that she is God’s servant. Mary clearly has a great impact on Elizabeth and
stays with her for three months. Just think - if each of us stayed with a good friend
like Mary for 3 months, how close we would be with her. Mary is someone that can
help us, give us hope, and bring us closer to God.
I am grateful to have learned about a popular devotion of Pope Francis’ a few years
back: “Mary, Undoer of Knots”. He has prayed with an image of Mary, who is
untying the “knots” from a ribbon. It symbolizes the knots in his life - the worries,
fears, struggles, areas of unbelief - being given to Mary, who helps to free the knots
so that he can more freely grow closer to God.
Based on the readings and Pope Francis’ devotion, I’d encourage you to try an
exercise I enjoy every now and then:
1. Allow God to enter your awareness, or your heart.
2. Name one hope you have for this week.
3. Name one thing you are deeply grateful for from this past week.
4. Name one “knot” or tough thing you are dealing with currently, and imagine
yourself giving it to Mary to untie the knot.
5. Sit with these three - your hope, gratitude, and knot - throughout the week.
Let them be your intentions of the week, allowing them to stay in your
background of your awareness, with God present. It is cool to notice where
your knot is being worked on, and where your hope and gratitude come into
fruition during the week.
6. At the end of each day, talk to God about where you saw his work in your
day (in gratitude, in your hopes, and in your knot).
**A special note for this activity - be gentle with yourself in prayer. Try not to judge
what or where this activity takes you. We each are on the journey, working towards
relationships with God. The journey might look different from what you had
imagined. Stick with the journey.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

What would I choose to include in my own Magnificat? For what great things would
I praise God?

Weekday Masses
Aug 16 Aug 17 Aug 18 Aug 19 Aug 20 -

No Mass
Joe Quinn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM
No Mass
No Mass or Adoration
No Mass

Calendar of Events:

Aug 21/22 - Church in Africa Collection (see enclosed letter)
Aug 23-27 - No Weekday Masses
Aug 29 - St Columbanus potluck after 11:00 am Mass
Sept 6 - Labor Day
Sept 11/12- Seminarian Special Collection
Weekend Masses
Aug 21 - Madeline & Darrell Clausen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 PM Sept 11 - Retreat Group Meeting, faith formation building, 5:45-7:00 pm
Aug 22 - St. Columbanus - Ray Reineke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 AM Sept 12 - Children’s Mass
Children’s Mass Lector Training, after Mass
Aug 22 - St. Patrick’s - Boots and Dorothy Schnitker . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 AM
——————————————————————————————————Catechist Formation and Dinner, 6-8 pm
AUGUST 21, 2021 - 5:30 PM
AUGUST 22, 2021 - 9:30 AM
Sept 14 - Pastoral Council Meeting, St. Patrick’s, 7:00 pm
Lector - Stacie Denning
Lector - Bob Martin
Sept 15 - Finance/Pastoral Council Meeting, St. Columbanus, 6:30 pm
EME - Jesie Rosenmeyer
EME Chad Harder
Sept 19 - Catechetical Sunday, Blessing at 9:30 Mass
AUGUST 28, 2021 - 5:30 PM
AUGUST 29, 2021 - 9:30 AM
Faith Formation Registration Sunday
Lector - Mary Fischer
Lector - Shannon Nye
EME - Travis Bolte
EME Rhea Gross
Faith Formation Building open for catechists after Mass
Sept 21 - Finance Council Meeting St. Patrick’s, 7:00 pm
SEPTEMBER 4, 2021 - 5:30 PM
SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 - 9:30 AM
Lector - David Man
Lector - RaeShelle Jensen
Sept 25 - Saturday Masses change to 4:00 pm for the winter
EME - Maureen Mann
EME Norm Baker
Staley’s Dinner (see below)
TITHE COUNTERS
Sept 26 - Priesthood Sunday
Aug 15 - Roberta Morse
Cecilia Powell
Peggy Thielen
Faith Formation Building open for catechists after Mass
Aug 22 - Diane Rodenburg
Sue Stenlund
Dani Baxter
—————————————–————————————————————
Aug 29 - Kevin Nye
Sept 5 - Mary Fischer

Anne Brummett
Jim Mahlberg

Teresa Hoffman
Mark Pogge

Memorial Calendar:

Aug 16 - Memorial of St. Stephen of Hungary
Aug 19 - Memorial of St. John Eudes
Aug 20 - Memorial of St. Bernard
Aug 21 - Memorial of St. Pius X
Monsignor Lawrence A. Beeson
—————————————–————————————————————
at the Basilica of St. John, 1915 University Ave, Des Moines
Tithing Report
Last Week
Fiscal Year to Date
on Saturday, August 28th - Holy Mass at 4:00 pm followed by
Sunday Envelopes
$ 2,262.00
$ 10,724.00
cocktails in the rectory and dinner in the parish hall.
Plate
$
63.00
$
452.00
$
50.00
$
1,187.00
Note from Msgr Beeson: Due to the kindness of Very Rev. Aquinas Nichols, Missionary Fraternity
Pastor of The Basilica of St. John in Des Moines, the 60th anniversary of my —————————————–————————————————————
ordination to the priesthood will be celebrated at a Parish Mass at the FARM BIDS are due to the Parish Office by Friday, September 17, 2021 at
12:00 Noon. For more information or questions, please contact Ben
Basilica.
Ausdemore at 402.639.9072 or Mark Pogge at 712.579.9051. Thanks!
My sister, Sister Mary Rachel, is celebrating 70 years of Religious Life and - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - will be joining us “in her heart”. Because health concern make travel difficult, UPDATES: Bishop Joensen issued the following changes to be effective
she will not be here in person.
immediately:
I realize travel may be difficult for you, also, and so many of you sent cards, 1. Altar Servers are not to be used at this time.
gifts, and letters in May last year. Unfortunately, the celebration was 2. All Priests and Eucharistic Ministers must wear a mask to distribute
communion (plenty of masks are available at the church entrances if
postponed and finally cancelled, as the year of the pandemic intervened. This
anyone needs one).
letter is to let you know that, if you can come, you will be most welcome - but
3.
If
you want to receive on the tongue, you must come to Father
you need not send gifts. And if you cannot come, you are in my prayers.
Sylvester only and you must come after everyone else has received
---------------------------------------------------------------------communion.
——————————————————————————————————You are cordially invited to a belated
60th Ordination Anniversary Celebration for

---------------------------------------------------------------------

CHILDREN’S MASS TRAINING - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th: Come on
Sunday, September 12th after Mass in Neola for a children's lector training.
Does your child enjoy performing, reading, or speaking in front of people?
We have a great opportunity for you! We are seeking our children in grades
4-12 who would like to become a lector for Children's Masses, to begin in
October. If your child is interested, please reach out to Alyssa
at AlyssaBeasley2017@gmail.com or 712-485-2754 for more information.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

SEEKING GREAT CATECHISTS FOR 2021-2022: Are you on fire with your
faith? Enjoy teaching children or teens? Feel called to serve the Church?
Are you free on most Sunday mornings? Then boy, do we have a volunteer
opportunity for you!! Become a Catechist for the 2021-2022 year! Contact
Alyssa at 712.485.2754 for more information.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

FAITH FORMATION LETTERS: Keep an eye out for Faith Formation letters
and schedules coming out at the end of the month. We are excited for this
upcoming faith formation year, starting back up in October! Questions or
concerns? Please reach out to Alyssa.

Online Retreat Bible Study - Informational Session:
Saturday, September 11th after the 5:00PM Mass
Do you find yourself extremely busy?? There's no better time to join a
retreat group this fall: "A 34 week retreat for Busy People in Everyday
Life". This is similar to a bible study, but more focused on relating personal
life experiences with scripture and our Catholic Tradition. Please reach out
to Alyssa at AlyssaBeasley2017@gmail.com or 712-485-2754 to get
signed up for the group.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

HIGH SCHOOL DIOCESAN RETREAT - FANNING THE FLAME:
Fanning the Flame is a retreat for 9th/10th graders, their parents, and their
Confirmation sponsors. Over the course of one weekend (October 9th-10th,
10am Saturday through 12pm Sunday), we will explore the ways in which
the Lord's Spirit moves among us as He promised. Visit
www.dmdiocese.org/FanningTheFlame for more information and to
register. Registration is $75 for teens and $50 for adults.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT - SEPTEMBER 17-19 - ST THOMAS MORE
CENTER, PANORA: Come away for a weekend of prayer and relaxation
with other young adults from around the Diocese. The weekend begins
with dinner at 6pm on Friday, 9/17, and ends with lunch at 12pm on
Sunday, 9/19. Between these two opportunities to break bread together,
look forward to a weekend of Perpetual Adoration of our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament, a series of talks guiding your prayer for the weekend,
COUNTRY STORE: We are calling on all bakers, crafters and gardeners to small groups with your peers, and opportunities for recreation such as
help stock the shelves of the Country Store. Start putting together all those canoeing, high ropes, volleyball, and more! Register today at
wonderful homegrown or homemade items. Some suggestions for the country www.dmdiocese.org/YAretreat. For questions, please contact Justin White
at jwhite@dmdiocese.org.
store would be jams, jellies, pies, breads, homemade crafts, etc.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

RAFFLE: We are also looking for donations to be raffled off at the dinner.
This could be a gift certificate or any items that we could put into a basket.
Any gift, service, donation or contribution that you could make towards our
effort would be very much appreciated.

HEARING AID OR DIFFICULTY HEARING DURING MASS: There are
hearing assistance devices available in the sacristy for anyone to use.
They are very user friendly and work great. Please speak to David Mann
or RaeShelle Jensen if you need assistance.

We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a registration
form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Sylvester for an appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: To have your child baptized you must be a registered parishioner in good standing for at least three months before
requesting a baptismal date. Baptismal requests must be made at least one month before the desired date. A baptismal class is required for
first time parents and other parents who have not had a formal baptismal class. The class is held on the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00
pm. Pre-registration is required by calling the parish office.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK (ANOINTING): Anointing is available upon request. It is available: in serious illness, before surgery & in emergency
at anytime. Please call the parish office.
PASTORAL VISITATIONS: Please call the parish office when a parishioner is admitted to any of the hospitals or care centers. Hospitals no
longer alert us to that information due to a confidentiality law. If a homebound parishioner would like a pastoral visit, or to receive the
Eucharist, call the parish office. The Eucharist is taken to the homebound on Sundays by Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): In person to Fr. Okoh.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: The process of becoming a Catholic or completing the reception of the Sacraments of Initiation for adults or
children is celebrated in the parish. Please call the parish office for further information.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY (MARRIAGE): To be married at the parish, you or your intended spouse or your parents must be a registered
parishioner in good standing for at least six months before a date can be requested, with a minimum of six months for marriage preparation.
The couple therefore needs to talk with a priest or deacon six months before the anticipated wedding date. Do not rent a hall for reception
before seeing & meeting with a priest or deacon AND before your wedding is placed in the parish calendar. If a prior marriage is involved; one
year notice may be necessary. Please plan accordingly.
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Thursdays: Mass 8:30 a.m. followed by Exposition till 10:00 a.m.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: The church is open Tuesday & Thursday until 4:00 pm for anyone or any group that would like to pray. Please feel
free to come in for personal prayer & devotion. However, Holy Hour of Adoration holds on Thursdays after Mass until 10:00 am.
UPDATE OF PARISH ROSTER: A constant effort of the parish office is updating our current registered parishioners. If you are new to the
parish, please call the parish office to register. If you are moving to a new location, or if parishioners know of someone who has moved, please
call the parish office.
PRAYER CHAIN: To request prayers, call Bonnie Turner at 712-485-2570 or 402-672-3756 and she will start the process to get the 30+
individuals on the chain praying for your intention. There is also a prayer intention book at the entrance of church in which you can offer/write
your prayer intention/request.
NEOLA CEMETERY: Please contact the Parish Office at 712-485-2750 or visit our website at neolaiowacemetery.com for all cemetery inquiries.

Phoenix House
Domestic Violence
Shelter
712-256-2059

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director
mike@hoyfuneral.com
Phone 712.256.9988
www.hoyfuneral.com

1221 N 16th St
Co Bluffs IA 51501

300 Front Street, PO Box 37
Neola IA 51559 712-485-2245
2nd St & Broadway St
Minden IA 51553 712-483-2611
www.midstatesbank.com

Member FCIA

New York Life Ins. Co. Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance,
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs
*Registered Representative offering securities
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency.

Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC®
Phone: 402-496-6446
In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm

Brich-GroteAuction.com

Rick (402) 690-4620 • Dean (402) 618-4384
Live Auction • On-Line Auction
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding

*Certain Annuities issued by New York
Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation

BREEZY HILLS
VINEYARD & WINERY
Roberta Morse & Andy Morse
712-485-2083
31735 Tamarack Rd Minden, IA 51553
www.breezyhills.com

712-322-7779
545 Willow Ave
Council Bluffs IA 51503

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC

Daniel P. Fischer
Attorney at Law

daniel@kohorstlaw.com
Phone: (712) 755-3156 │ Fax: (712) 755-7404
602 Market Street, Suite 101, Harlan, IA 51537

HURD CONSTRUCTION
JOHN & DEB HURD

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK

21596 225th St
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Home: 712-566-2475
Cell: 402-680-8578

Catholic Charities

Council Bluffs, IA
Marriage, Family and
Pregnancy Counseling
712-328-3086
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org

The Solemnity Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
August 15, 2021

What is the Assumption?
The first name of this solemnity was the Feast of Mary, Mother
of God. Later, its name in the East carried over, the Dormition
(or Falling Asleep) of Mary. In the West, it became known as
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
This solemnity celebrates the fact that Mary’s Assumption
is “a pledge of the future participation of the members of
the mystical Body of Christ in the paschal glory of the Risen
Christ.” It shows that the Lord “reserves a munificent reward
for his humble Servant because of her faithful cooperation
with the divine plan, which is a destiny of fullness,
happiness, glorification of her immaculate soul, her virginal
body, perfect configuration to her Risen Son” (Directory,
no. 180). The Mass has a proper vigil, and the solemnity
replaces the Mass of the day when it occurs on a Sunday in
Ordinary Time.
What does this all mean?
On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII declared the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which the Church celebrates every year on August 15.
Simply put, the dogma of the Assumption states that at the end of her life, the Blessed Virgin
Mary was taken, body and soul, into Heaven.
While this event isn’t reflected in Sacred Scripture, it is clearly part of the Church’s earliest
observance. In the sixth century, St. John Damascene wrote in one of his sermons, “Your sacred
and happy soul, as nature will have it, was separated in death from your most blessed and
immaculate body, and although the body was duly interred, it did not remain in the state of
death, neither was it dissolved by decay; your most pure and sinless body was not left on earth,
but you were transferred to your heavenly throne.”
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THE SOLEMNITY ASSUMPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Theologically speaking, death is often understood to be a consequence of original sin. Since Mary
was conceived without Original Sin, some theologians have wondered if Mary died or if perhaps
she was taken into Heaven without experiencing death. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
doesn’t answer this question but simply states, “The most blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of
her earthly life was completed, was taken up body and soul into the glory of heaven” (no. 974)
The Solemnity of the Assumption reminds us of the unique role that Mary served in the process
of our salvation. Although she was without sin, we have the possibility of receiving God’s
forgiveness for our sins through Christ. Her entry into Heaven prefigures our own hope of
experiencing the same eternal life.
Ordinarily, the celebration of the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a
holy day of obligation for Catholics, but when it falls on a Saturday or a Monday, that obligation
to attend Mass is lifted.

Catholic
Current

What is the Assumption? is an excerpt from the Essential Guide to Seasons and Saints, copyright © 2013, United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.
What does this all mean? was written by Fr. Larry Rice, former vocations director for the Paulist Fathers. Copyright © 2018,
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved.
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July 27, 2021

Solidarity Fund for Church in Africa
Dear Friends in Christ,
This August 22nd, our Diocese will take up a collection for the Solidarity Fund for the Church in
Africa. As we look forward to that opportunity, we are reminded of the tremendous gift the
Diocese of Des Moines has received from the Church in Africa. In the last thirty years, we have
been blessed by the ministry of many fine priests from Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya and South Sudan,
as well as women religious from Kenya and Nigeria. In many instances, their home countries
suffer the exigencies of war, drought and poverty. They continue to serve our city and rural
parishes, responding to the needs of God’s people throughout our Diocese. How grateful we are
for the blessings they convey to us!
What we have received as gift is not ours to retain solely for ourselves. It is only just and
charitable that we respond with glad support for the special needs in many countries in Africa.
Thank you in advance for the gift you will return to our African sisters and brothers in Christ.
Faithfully in Christ,

Most Rev. William M. Joensen, Ph.D.
Bishop of Des Moines
Attachment

Dear Parishioners: Please find below the Financial Report for the 2020‐2021 Fiscal Year.
Please contact the Parish Office with any questions. Thank you!

St. Patrick, Neola

Statement of Activities
July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021
YTD Actual

YTD Budget

Last Year Total
Actual

Income
Tithing/Misc. Income
Fundraising
Capital Campaign
Farming Operation
Faith Formation
Foundation
Cemetery

185,426.92

174,261.00

147,550.44
45,297.00

0.00

61,500.00

615.00

0.00

138.50

156,949.88

135,000.00

319,944.19

1,404.80

2,450.00

1,429.64

11,333.73

7,000.00

9,867.34

6,547.50

3,000.00

800.00

Income Totals:

362,277.83

383,211.00

525,027.11

Parish Administration

249,154.81

252,989.00

266,969.95

0.00

18,150.00

16,557.34

Expense
Fundraising
Farming Operation

21,900.84

5,000.00

43,884.40

Faith Formation

82,159.67

89,042.00

66,827.49

Foundation

25,237.20

7,000.00

0.00

Cemetery

13,376.56

11,030.00

12,197.14

391,829.08

383,211.00

406,436.32

‐$29,551.25

$0.00

$118,590.79

Expense Totals:

Income - Expense:

St. Patrick, Neola
Statement of Financial Position
July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021

June 30, 2020

Assets
Unrestricted Cash

179,330.46

214,562.47

Restricted Cash

1,211,393.03

1,168,652.29

Fixed Assets

5,843,138.68

5,843,138.68

7,233,862.17

7,226,353.44

12,033.79

7,224.79

7,221,828.38

7,251,380.63

$7,233,862.17

$7,258,605.42

Total Assets:

Total Liabilities
Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities & Net Assets:

