ST. PATRICK
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Neola, IA

READING I Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
PSALM: 54 “The Lord upholds my life.”
READING II James 3:16—4:3
GOSPEL Mark 9:30-37

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 25/26, 2021

Parish Office:
712.485.2750

READING I Numbers 11:25-29
PSALM: 19 “The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.”
READING II James 5:1-6
GOSPEL Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

Priest Office:
712.485.2753
Religious Ed:
712.485.2754

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

Parish Hall:
712.485.2433

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

E-mail:
raeshellejensen@gmail.com
Website:
www.stpatricksneola.com

St. Patrick Catholic Church
310 Avon Street
P.O. Box 127
Neola, IA 51559
Administrator:
Deacon:
Faith Formation Director:
Business Manager:

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 18/19, 2021

Rev. Sylvester Okoh
Rev. Mr. Scott Brooks
Alyssa Beasley
RaeShelle Jensen

MASS TIMES:
Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule
Saturday Evening: 5:30 PM (April to September)
4:00 PM (October to March)
Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM
Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation: In person to Fr. Okoh

ST. COLUMBANUS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Weston, IA

St. Columbanus Catholic Church
22720 Weston Ave
Underwood, IA 51576-3920
Served from Neola
MASS TIMES:
Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM
Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation by appointment

This time of the year is one of transition. The casual rhythms of the summer, often
marked by leisure and vacation activities, give way to a new school year and a more
rigorous schedule. The Gospel passages from last week and this week hint at a transition
for Jesus and his disciples as well. Jesus tells them that soon he will be handed over to
authorities who will kill him but that after three days he would rise. The days of traveling
around Galilee—far from Jerusalem—are ending. As we anticipate the coming of fall, let
us each resolve to carry our own cross through all life’s rhythms, reassured by the
promise of resurrection.

REFLECTIONS FROM YOUR FRIENDLY DRE
The Gospel today is a classic one I’ve heard time and time again: “If anyone wishes to be
first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all” (Mk 9:37). The first shall be last
and the last shall be first. One meaning of this phrase is about how we serve others - if
we put ourselves in service of others, that is a good way to grow closer to God.
It’s all about serving others for the love of them without worrying about what I will “get”
in return. It is loving for the sake of loving. It is putting the needs of another before your
own desires** (knowing that our own needs are different from our desires). Below are a
few examples of people who have been given great chances to love others.
Back in the day, Pope Francis was once in charge of formation for all the new Jesuits in
formation. It was said that a large portion of their formation was going out to serve
families in the farming community that their house was near - ministering however they
could. At the end of the day, if a Jesuit came back without dirt on his shoes or still had
clean clothes, Pope Francis would send him back out into the community. He could tell
whether they had truly been with the people that day. The goal was to teach the Jesuits
that the greatest gift one can give is oneself in love (without caring about material things
or letting ego get in the way).
Beyond the Jesuits, I am in awe of the day to day love that parents/guardians provide for
their family: countless car rides and support for activities, sleepless nights with infants,
cooking meal after meal, comforting them in hard times and cheering them on in good
times, teaching right from wrong, and putting your whole heart into raising your family
so your children can become the best versions of themselves they can be. Man, that’s a
lot of love given out!
What gives me hope from the Gospel this week is the countless examples of selfless love
we have around us. My invitation this week is to notice two things and pray for one
grace:
1. Notice the way that others are giving of themselves for the betterment of
another. It could be a small way your spouse or a friend shows care, or
2. Notice a way that you give of yourself without counting the cost. What is one
thing you have done in the last week to serve one another? What have you done
to serve God?
3. After noticing these examples of service, pray for the grace to be open to God’s
call to serve. Have a conversation with God about specific times in your day to
day life that God is inviting you to love another.
If you hear God’s voice inviting you on to a new way to love others, just say yes and run
with it. I promise the journey will be filled with life and surprises. Embrace the journey.

Weekday Masses
Sept 20 - No Mass
Sept 21 - Tony Olofson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM
Sept 22 - No Mass
Sept 23 - No Mass
Sept 24 - Fred Wellman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM

Calendar of Events:

Finance Council Meeting St. Patrick’s, 6:00 pm
Neola Community Center Blood Drive, 1:00 to 6:00 pm
Saturday Masses change to 4:00 pm for the winter
Staley’s Dinner (see bulletin insert)
Sept 26 - Priesthood Sunday
Weekend Masses
Faith Formation Building open for catechists after Mass
Sept 25 - Denny Kay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:00 PM
Oct
3
First Day of Faith Formation, 10:45-11:45 am
Sept 26 - St. Columbanus - Greg Busch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 AM
High School Class, 6:30-8:30 pm
Sept 26 - St. Patricks - Cindy Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 AM
——————————————————————————————————- Oct 6 Confirmation Class, 7:00-8:30 pm
SEPTEMBER 25, 2021 - 4:00 PM SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 - 9:30 AM
Oct 7 RCIA begins, 6:30 pm
Lector - Travis Bolte
Lector - Rhea Gross
Oct 10 - Children’s Mass
EME - Andrea Bolte
EME Mary Baker
Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
OCTOBER 2, 2021 - 4:00 PM
OCTOBER 3, 2021 - 9:30 AM
Oct 11 - Fr Sylvester leaves on vacation to Nigeria
Lector - David Mann
Lector - Rita Heinen
Oct 13 - First Reconciliation/Eucharist Class, 6:30 pm
EME - Maureen Mann
EME Gene Meyerring
Oct 16 - Confirmation Rite of Enrollment, 4:00 pm Mass
OCTOBER 9, 2021 - 4:00 PM
OCTOBER 10, 2021 - 9:30 AM
Oct 17 - Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Lector - Lynette Oberdorfer
Lector - Samantha & Alexandra Nye
High School Class, 6:30-8:30 pm
EME - David Mann
EME Roberta Morse
Oct
20
Finance/Pastoral Council Meeting, St. Columbanus, 6:30 pm
TITHE COUNTERS
Confirmation
Class, 7:00-8:30 pm
Sept 19 - Roberta Morse
Sue Stenlund
Anne Brummett
Oct 21 - RCIA, 6:30 pm
Sept 26 - Kevin Nye
Diane Rodenburg
Dani Baxter
Oct 23/24 - World Mission Collection
Oct 3 - Mary Fischer
Rita Heinen
Teresa Hoffman
Oct 24 - Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Oct 10 - Jim Mahlberg
Roberta Morse
Kevin Nye
——————————————————————————————————- Oct 31 - Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
—————————————–————————————————————

Saturday, September 25, 2021:

1. Saturday Night Mass changes to 4:00 pm for the Winter
2. Staley’s Chicken Dinner (see bulletin insert)

——————————————————————————————————DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT: St. Patrick’s parish community extends prayerful
sympathy to the following families:
1. Trudy Russell: Visitation is Sunday from 4-6 pm at St Patrick’s Neola
with funeral Mass of Resurrection at the Neola Cemetery on Monday at
10:30.
2. Wallace Kerr (Cecilia Powell’s father): Celebration of Life / Visitation will
be at Cutler O’Neill funeral home on September 23rd from 5 to 7 pm.
May they both rest in peace.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Sept 21 Sept 22 Sept 25 -

Memorial Calendar:
Sept 20-

Memorial of Ss. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul Chong Ha-sang,
and Companions
Sept 21 - Feast of St. Matthew
International Day of Peace
Sept 22 - Autumn Begins
Sept 23 - Memorial of St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)
Sept 25 - Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary
—————————————–————————————————————
Tithing Report
Last Week
Fiscal Year to Date
Sunday Envelopes
$ 1,015.00
$ 19,308.00
Plate
$
89.00
$
744.00
Seminarians
$ 350.00
$
350.00
—————————————–————————————————————
WILHELMINA ECKRICH played the piano/organ for our parish for 70+
years. We want to thank her in a very special way. We're asking all
parishioners to bring thank you notes or cards to the Staley's Dinner on
September 25th to help us honor Willy.

NCYC T-SHIRT FUNDRAISER: It's time!! NCYC participants are selling
t-shirts, crew neck sweatshirts, and hoodies to help raise money for their trip.
This is a great opportunity to support our teens while looking fabulous in new
St. Patrick Church gear! Reach out to one of our NCYC participants or the
parish office to get your order in! (Order forms are in the church entrances or
--------------------------------------------------------------------on our website.) Orders are due by Friday, October 8th.
FAITH FORMATION CLASSES - OCTOBER 3RD START DATE: Get
Examples:
excited! Faith Formation Classes, Sacramental Prep, and High School
Youth Group will start the week of October 3rd. Have you received your faith
formation letter yet? Reach out to the parish offices with any questions or
concerns at 712-485-2754.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

SEMINARIAN SPECIAL COLLECTION: We are still collecting for the
----------------------------------------------------------------------diocesan-wide Special Collection for Seminarians. Formation of a priestly
TWO NCYC TICKETS AVAILABLE: We have had two NCYC tickets open
vocation is a commitment of deep prayer and financial support on the part of
up!! $600 each. If you are in high school this fall or are an adult who would
the entire faith community and each seminarian. Our priests are called by
like to chaperone, you are eligible to attend. Contact Alyssa Beasley at
God to be men of communion. As men of communion, Christ is the
AlyssaBeasley2017@gmail.com for more information.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - sustaining force for these men along with the people to whom they minister.
Our support as a community will help with tuition, room and board,
September 26th is
healthcare and other needs related to inviting men to consider priesthood.
Every gift, regardless of the size, is vital and we thank you for your
generosity. Donations can be placed in the boxes at the church entrances,
mailed to the parish office, or made online with our Online Portal.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Let’s shower Father Sylvester with cards!

BIBLE STUDY GROUP: Did you miss the info session last weekend but
would still like to be a part of an adult faith group? Reach out to Alyssa at
712-485-2754 to get signed up!

is Now Available!!!!
Visit our parish website at:
stpatricksneola.com/online_giving
Our parish is now offering a convenient service for contributions! Online
Giving is a web-based application that allows you to start, stop and change
your contributions at any time. Online Giving is very easy to use. If you
haven’t already signed up, please go to our website today.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

HIGH SCHOOL DIOCESAN RETREAT - FANNING THE FLAME: Fanning
the Flame is a retreat for 9th/10th graders, their parents, and their
Confirmation sponsors. Over the course of one weekend (October 9th-10th,
10am Saturday through 12pm Sunday), we will explore the ways in which
the Lord's Spirit moves among us as He promised. Visit
www.dmdiocese.org/FanningTheFlame for more information and to register.
Registration is $75 for teens and $50 for adults.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

ATTENTION ALL FAITHFUL!! Catholic Daughters of America Ct. St.
Maria Goretti is sponsoring a fantastic speaker, Maureen Hoffmann, for a
special evening of Faith, Fellowship, and Fun! She will be speaking
on “Coffee with the Lord”. This will be held Thursday, September 23
beginning at 7 PM at St. Mary’s Hall, Portsmouth. It is a short, inspiring
program so be sure to mark your calendars. Coffee, dessert, and door
prizes are included. All are invited so be sure to bring a friend.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

SPIRITUAL EXERCISES IN EVERYDAY LIFE: Take some time for you this
fall by taking part in spiritual exercises compiled by St. Ignatius Loyola. The
32-week transformative journey begins in September through Emmaus
House. Go to theemmaushouse.org/spiritual-exercises for more information.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

RCIA SIGN-UP IS UNDERWAY: If you are interested in registering for
RCIA or would like more information, please contact Alyssa Beasley at
712.485.2754 or email AlyssaBeasley2017@gmail.com.
We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a registration
form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Sylvester for an appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: To have your child baptized you must be a registered parishioner in good standing for at least three months before
requesting a baptismal date. Baptismal requests must be made at least one month before the desired date. A baptismal class is required for
first time parents and other parents who have not had a formal baptismal class. The class is held on the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00
pm. Pre-registration is required by calling the parish office.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK (ANOINTING): Anointing is available upon request. It is available: in serious illness, before surgery & in emergency
at anytime. Please call the parish office.
PASTORAL VISITATIONS: Please call the parish office when a parishioner is admitted to any of the hospitals or care centers. Hospitals no
longer alert us to that information due to a confidentiality law. If a homebound parishioner would like a pastoral visit, or to receive the
Eucharist, call the parish office. The Eucharist is taken to the homebound on Sundays by Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): In person to Fr. Okoh.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: The process of becoming a Catholic or completing the reception of the Sacraments of Initiation for adults or
children is celebrated in the parish. Please call the parish office for further information.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY (MARRIAGE): To be married at the parish, you or your intended spouse or your parents must be a registered
parishioner in good standing for at least six months before a date can be requested, with a minimum of six months for marriage preparation.
The couple therefore needs to talk with a priest or deacon six months before the anticipated wedding date. Do not rent a hall for reception
before seeing & meeting with a priest or deacon AND before your wedding is placed in the parish calendar. If a prior marriage is involved; one
year notice may be necessary. Please plan accordingly.
WEEKLY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Fridays: after 8:30 a.m. Mass till 10:00 a.m.
FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION: After 8:30 am Mass till 10:00 a.m.
UPDATE OF PARISH ROSTER: A constant effort of the parish office is updating our current registered parishioners. If you are new to the
parish, please call the parish office to register. If you are moving to a new location, or if parishioners know of someone who has moved, please
call the parish office.
PRAYER CHAIN: To request prayers, call Bonnie Turner at 712-485-2570 or 402-672-3756 and she will start the process to get the 30+
individuals on the chain praying for your intention. There is also a prayer intention book at the entrance of church in which you can offer/write
your prayer intention/request.
NEOLA CEMETERY: Please contact the Parish Office at 712-485-2750 or visit our website at neolaiowacemetery.com for all cemetery inquiries.

Phoenix House
Domestic Violence
Shelter
712-256-2059

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director
mike@hoyfuneral.com
Phone 712.256.9988
www.hoyfuneral.com

1221 N 16th St
Co Bluffs IA 51501

300 Front Street, PO Box 37
Neola IA 51559 712-485-2245
2nd St & Broadway St
Minden IA 51553 712-483-2611
www.midstatesbank.com

Member FCIA

New York Life Ins. Co. Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance,
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs
*Registered Representative offering securities
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency.

Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC®
Phone: 402-496-6446
In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm

Brich-GroteAuction.com

Rick (402) 690-4620 • Dean (402) 618-4384
Live Auction • On-Line Auction
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding

*Certain Annuities issued by New York
Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation

BREEZY HILLS
VINEYARD & WINERY
Roberta Morse & Andy Morse
712-485-2083
31735 Tamarack Rd Minden, IA 51553
www.breezyhills.com

712-322-7779
545 Willow Ave
Council Bluffs IA 51503

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC

Daniel P. Fischer
Attorney at Law

daniel@kohorstlaw.com
Phone: (712) 755-3156 │ Fax: (712) 755-7404
602 Market Street, Suite 101, Harlan, IA 51537

HURD CONSTRUCTION
JOHN & DEB HURD

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK

21596 225th St
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Home: 712-566-2475
Cell: 402-680-8578

Catholic Charities

Council Bluffs, IA
Marriage, Family and
Pregnancy Counseling
712-328-3086
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org

Staley's Chicken Dinner
September 25, 2021
5:00 to 7:30 pm
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall,
Neola IA
***************************

$10 for adults
$5 for 3-8 yrs old
2 & under Free
Take Outs Available
Dear Parishioners of St. Patrick & St Columbanus Parishes:
We know this has been a very long year and a half dealing with the Covid Pandemic. Since we were
not able to have the auction in January or any of the Fish Fry’s, we’d like to welcome everyone back
by hosting a Staley’s Chicken Dinner in the Parish Hall at St. Patrick’s on Saturday, September
25th. Mass will be at 4:00 pm and we will be serving dinner from 5:00 to 7:30 pm.
Besides the wonderful food, we will have a Country Store with lots of homegrown and homemade
items as well as a few Raffle items. Raffle tickets will be available on the 25th or by contacting the
parish office.
In the event that Diocesan policies change due to the pandemic, this dinner will be turned into a
drive-thru event. We will communicate if any changes need to be made.
Here is where we will need your help:
1. Country Store: We’d love to have some homegrown or homemade items to sell at our Country
Store. If you have anything to donate, please bring it to the parish office the week before or the
parish hall on Saturday morning, September 25th. Consider helping us stock the shelves of the
Country Store with jams, jellies, salsas, pies, breads, homemade crafts, etc.
2. Volunteers: We need help serving food, cutting & plating desserts, selling items at the country
store, raffle sales, and clean-up. All ages are welcome to help. Here are the shifts on Saturday,
September 25th:
a. Food Prep and Decorating: 9:00 am
b. Shift 1: 4:00 to 6:15 pm
c. Shift 2: 6:00 to 8:15 pm
If you’re able to help with this event, please contact the parish office or sign up on the Flocknote
site at https://stpatrickschurch14.flocknote.com/signup/66771.
3. Desserts: We will need lots of desserts to serve at the dinner. Please bring your dessert to the
parish hall anytime after 9:00 am on September 25th.
You won’t want to miss out on the great food, fun and fellowship! We hope to see you all on the
25th!!!

